THE FIRST PARTITION
her. Already her son, the Emperor Joseph, a man of
greater ambition if less scruple, had eagerly responded to
Frederick's diplomatic overtures in regard to the parti-
tion. Maria Theresa finally consented, therefore, to a
treaty between the three Powers, on the understanding
that all were to share equally, and that for the present it
was to be kept a secret.
The actual territorial acquisitions of each Power were
only settled after much bitter controversy, in which the
claims of Austria actually exceeded those of her accom-
plices in the crime so calmly and deliberately planned.
Prussia took all West Prussia except the cities of Danzig
and Thorn and their municipal territories. Russia had
the Palatinates of Polock, Witebsk, and Misciskw, as far
as the Dwina and the Dnieper. Austria secured part of
Galicia and part of Podolia, and Little Poland as fax as
the Vistula. The territories differed greatly in area, but
in population were, roughly speaking, about equal;
they comprised quite one-fourth of the kingdom of
Poland.
The partition was decided upon by all three Powers in
February 1772, the terms were settled in July, but it was
not until September that the three Powers thought it
advisable to make them public. They then announced
that they had derided to enforce on Poland claims " as
ancient as they were legitimate." Russia argued that
she had not even taken all she was entitled to ; Austria
advanced obsolete claims on behalf of the crowns of
Bohemia and of Hungary; and Prussia referred to the
" enormous injustice " Poland had done to the House
of Brandenburg. In a joint manifesto, dated September
26,1772, they claimed that a state of anarchy existed in
Poland and that they were exposed to the prospect of an
entire dissolution of the kingdom.  They were obliged
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